
Museum Notes 
for the week of February 25 – March 2, 2024 

by Kristen Parrott, curator 
 
In November of 1943, during some of the darkest days of World War II, a young 

American soldier found himself in serious trouble behind enemy lines.  He was in a B-17 Flying 
Fortress bomber over Bremen, Germany, positioned at a gun in the tail of the aircraft, when the 
plane came under attack.  The young soldier was wounded in the attack, and even worse the tail 
of the plane he was flying in was severed from the rest of the aircraft.  He could not parachute to 
the ground because his parachute had also been damaged in the attack, so he stayed where he 
was inside the falling, spinning tail, expecting to die any minute. 

But he didn’t die.  After falling four miles out of the sky, the tail section landed in a 
clump of trees, cushioning the blow, and the soldier was ejected out onto the ground, injured but 
alive.  Unfortunately, his troubles were just beginning.  He was captured by the Nazis, and spent 
the rest of the war in Europe as a prisoner, suffering extreme hardship. 

But he survived that too, and eventually returned home to – Crawford County.  The 
young soldier was Gene Moran of the Soldiers Grove area, and if you’ve read the book Tailspin, 
then you know some of the story already.  Come learn more on Tuesday, March 5, at 7PM at the 
Vernon County Museum and History Center, when author John Armbruster talks about his 
recently-published book Tailspin. 

Armbruster is a Viroqua-area author.  He earned degrees in journalism and education, 
and has taught history and government courses to middle and high school students.  Tailspin has 
won several awards, and Armbruster has been a featured speaker around the Midwest since the 
book was published. 

Local people remember Eugene Paul Moran, who worked as a mailman in rural Crawford 
County for many years.  Born in 1924, he grew up on a small dairy farm south of Soldiers Grove.  
He joined the Army Air Force in 1942, as soon as he was old enough.  During the war he earned 
numerous awards, including two Purple Hearts.  After the war he married Peg Finley, and they 
had nine children.  Gene died in 2014. 

Join us on March 5 as we hear this incredible tale of loss and recovery.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend the free public program.  It will be held in the history center’s handicapped-
accessible conference room.  A small exhibit of local WWII artifacts will also be on display in 
the room. 


